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model of the network stack, interfaces and links on the software layer build on the devices in
the hardware layer. More specifically, a hardware device instance in the hardware layer has a
corresponding link on the data-link layer and a configured interface on the interface layer. This
one-to-one relationship among the network device, its data link, and the IP interface is
illustrated in the figure that follows.Network Stack Showing Network Devices, Links, and
Interfaces:
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